
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the Coláiste Naomh Cormac website. Colaiste Naomh 
Cormac is a co-educational, multi- denominational, multi-cultural post primary school located in 
Kilcormac, Co. Offaly. A lot has changed in the past few years and we have seen the school grow and 
develop into a dynamic and vibrant learning community. This has resulted from the level of work and 
commitment of students, parents and teachers associated with the school and it is only fitting to formally 
acknowledge and affirm the contribution of all of these parties. Colaiste Naomh Cormac is now the 
preferred school of choice in this region.

Coláiste Naomh Cormac characteristically has a warm, welcoming atmosphere where positive 
relationships between our staff, students and parents are central to everything that we do at our school. 
The holistic dimension of education is an integral part of Colaiste Naomh Cormac and so all aspects of 
a student’s development are catered for at our school. There exists a strong sense of community where all 
students are valued, cared for, treated with respect and are helped fulfil their true potential.

A tangible aspect of our day-to day routine, interactions and what we embody as per our Mission 
Statement at Coláiste Naomh Cormac is respect. We respect the unique qualities of each child, we are 
rightly proud of our students and look forward to their success and to their positive contribution to the 
school, the community of Kilcormac and beyond.

Teaching and learning is our core business.  We are innovative and progressive, offering a comprehensive 
range of subjects and programmes.  We offer a diverse and progressive academic curriculum as well as an 
extensive range of extra-curricular activities which ultimately aim to augment the holistic development of 
our students.

The best ambassadors of our school are our students, so please feel free to visit our school, engage with 
staff, parents and students and see for yourself what Coláiste Naomh Cormac has to offer you, when 
government Covid restrictions allow. Should you have any further questions please 
contact the school as we would be delighted to talk to you. 

Kenneth Crann - Principal

Principals Welcome



MISSION AND ETHOS
Coláiste Naomh Cormac is a co-educational school nestled in the country setting of the Slieve Bloom 
mountains, under the patronage of and management of Laois Offaly Education and Training Board. In 
Coláiste Naomh Cormac, we aim to develop the full potential of every student in a learning environment 
where fairness, understanding, success and discipline are pursued. This policy is based on the school’s 
fundamental aim to foster in students an attitude of learning and to encourage them to strive for 
excellence. 

“Here in Coláiste Naomh Cormac, together with the Parents/ Guardians and the community we strive 
to nurture the moral, spiritual, intellectual, social and physical development of all our students”

WHY CHOOSE OUR SCHOOL?
At Coláiste Naomh Cormac we offer a dynamic place of learning which promotes respect, appreciation 
and care for each other. We are a school with very high academic expectations and standards. These 
are promoted in a safe and happy environment, which enables our students to develop into caring, 
responsible, confident young adults who can make a worthwhile contribution to society 
We want our students to be happy while in school as it is within such an environment that they can 
grow and learn most successfully. We recognise the unique character of each student and nurture their 
spiritual, intellectual and physical growth. We are fully committed to educating our students as people 
of integrity and responsibility, encouraging them to use their gifts to contribute to a more just society. A 
spirit of co-operation, respect and understanding is encouraged between staff, students, parents and all 
those associated with our school. Students attending CNC will experience a welcoming environment in 
which they can develop their abilities and talents to the fullest extent.
Coláiste Naomh Cormac has the following to offer your son/ daughter: 
• A long-standing tradition and culture of academic success, achievement and excellence 
• High expectations of students in all they do, be it academic, sporting or cultural. 
• A wide ranging curriculum. 
• A vibrant, enthusiastic and dedicated teaching staff who are committed to helping students achieve their potential. 
• A welcoming and friendly environment for pupils. 
• A strong sense of community within the school. 
• Excellent care and support systems. 
• A wide range of extra-curricular activities. 
• Excellent facilities including 2 computer suites, 2 state of the art Science labs, Home Economics 
rooms, Art room, computers & data-projectors in every classroom, state of the art Woodwork and 
Engineering rooms, a full sized sports hall and large recreational outdoor spaces 
• We are committed to ensuring our students achieve their full potential.

Why Choose our School?



SENIOR CYCLE 
SUBJECTS 

Along with the core subjects of Irish, English and Mathematics, students may select a combination of 
the following subjects: 

Agricultural Science | Art | Biology | Business | Accounting | Applied Maths | Chemistry 
Construction Studies | Design and Communications Graphics | Engineering | French | Geography 

History | Home Economics | Music | Physics

TRANSITION YEAR 
Transition Year is a unique one-year programme. We have created a multifaceted course that promotes 
the personal, social, vocational, sporting, creative and educational development of students. Our aim is 
to foster the holistic and balanced development of our students. We endeavour to prepare them for their 
role as responsible members of society using their newly acquired life skills. Students engage in a full 
academic programme and also complete two periods of work experience, which takes place every Tuesday. 
Throughout the year our students are actively involved in community projects. 
A copy of our TY plan is available on our website, www.cnckilcormac.ie 

TY SUBJECTS  
Gaeilge | English | Maths | French | History | Geography | Physics | Biology | Accounting 

Agricultural Science | Business | Design and Communication Graphics | Construction Studies | Music 
Art | Home Economics | Religion | Information Technology | Robotics

Excellence in Teaching & Learning



CURRICULUM
The curriculum offered in CNC is designed to give each student the opportunity to realise his/her full 
potential and to develop his/her interests and talents. Students follow a broad range of subjects and are 
given a wide variety of learning experiences. 
CNC follows the curriculum set down by the Department of Education & Skills which may be amended 
from time to time in accordance with the Education Acts 1998 & 2000. 

JUNIOR CYCLE
The Junior Cycle is a three year programme that underpins our school’s vision for developing our 
students and helps them to achieve their best. This philosophy is in line with the new Junior Certificate 
framework that aims to enable students to achieve their full potential and contribute to Ireland’s 
economic, social and cultural development. Our mixed- ability approach in first year affords students of 
all abilities the opportunity to expand on their talents and to challenge their young minds. All students 
will engage with the 24 Statements of Learning as well as developing key skills which will enable them to 
participate in 21st Century Learning.

Students take the following core subjects from First Year
Irish, English, Mathematics, History, Geography, Science, Civic, Social and Political Education (CSPE), 
Religious Education, Physical Education and Social, Personal and Health Education. 

FIRST YEAR SUBJECTS
Art, Craft and Design | Business Studies | Home Economics 
Materials Technology (Wood) | Metalwork | Music | 
Technical Graphics | French

Students are continuously assessed during the three years of the junior cycle. Formal house exams are 
held at Christmas and in May for first and second years. Third year students have a “pre-mock” exam 
in November and a full mock Junior Certificate Examination in February/March. Reports are issued 
following all of these exams and parents/guardians are encouraged to retain these reports 
as a record of effort, attainment, behaviour and punctuality. Following the issuing of 
reports there are follow-up meetings with parents/guardians/ students. 

Excellence in Teaching & Learning



In Colaiste Naomh Cormac we seek to educate the whole person. Pastoral Care is the responsibility 
of all staff but we also have a strong support system in place which consists of Class Tutors, Guidance 
Counsellor, Year Heads and Sixth Year Teacher Mentors. Their role is central in caring for students and 
monitoring their progress both academically and socially, encouraging involvement, commitment and 
high standards of work. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION
Being inclusive and promoting education that is inclusive, is a central part of what we do here in Coláiste 
Naomh Cormac. We try to focus on inclusion in everything we do, on ensuring that education is for all 
learners. In this area we look at ways that curriculum and assessment can best meet the needs of students 
with special educational needs. We have a Resource Team who work hard to support the teaching and 
learning of students with special educational needs. 

FIRCEALL
The Coláiste Naomh Cormac ASD Programme, Firceall was established in September 2018. The aim 
of Firceall is based on the philosophy of educational inclusion such that children with specialised needs 
receive their education within the least restrictive setting of the school’s mainstream classrooms and 
activities. 

CAREER GUIDANCE/ COUNSELLING
CNC offers the following

• Counselling- Helping students to explore their thoughts and feelings and the choices open to them; 
giving care and support to students learning to cope with the many aspects of growing up.

• Assessment- Helping students to obtain self-understanding through the use of psychometric tests.  
• Information-Providing students with objective and factual data in education and training 

opportunities, occupations, labour, market information, entitlements etc. 
• Careers Advice
• Educational Development Programmes – facilitating skills relating to studying, examination 

performance, choices of subjects and levels. 
• Personal and Social development programmes- facilitating skills relating to a student’s personal and social 

development, self-awareness, decision-making and planning.

Pastoral Care



REPORTS AND PARENTS’ MEETINGS 
Reports on each student’s progress are sent home twice yearly. Formal meetings for parents of students 
in each year group are held annually. On these occasions parents and teachers can meet to discuss the 
progress being made by the student or any other matter of mutual concern. Parents are encouraged to 
come to these meetings as they allow us to build up the strong links between home and school which are 
of benefit to the students. If parents wish to discuss their daughter’s progress with a member of staff 
at any other time, they should contact the school office to make an appointment with the appropriate 
member of staff. 

LOCKERS 
Lockers are provided for students so that they do not have to carry bags around all day. 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 
Student Council

Our Student Council is a valuable entity within our school community. It is a representative structure 
for students through which they can become involved in the affairs of the school, working in partnership 
with school management, staff and parents for the benefit of the school and its students. 

PREFECTS 
The position of Prefect is one of responsibility and leadership. Becoming a prefect forms a valuable part 
of a pupil’s personal development, opening their mind to new levels of responsibility and participation 
in a very positive way. Prefects are a tremendous help to the school and play a particularly important role 
in mentoring younger pupils 

PUBLIC SPEAKING AND DEBATING 
Our school has a very successful history regarding the art of public speaking.Over the years students have 
been actively involved in events and competitions which promote public speaking, and consequently 
improve self- confidence. First Year students are introduced to the concept of public speaking/debating 
and are exposed to the necessary skills required for effective communication

Pastoral Care



Coláiste Naomh Cormac has a long tradition of providing a wide range of cultural, sporting and leisure 
activities. Coláiste Naomh Cormac encourages a spirit of involvement and participation as a positive 
experience in personal development. This variety of extracurricular activities affords the student the 
opportunity to represent the school at different levels in the activities of their choice, thereby facilitating 
confidence building and serving to provide a sense of achievement by excelling in a particular field. 

As well as helping young people realise meaningful and worthwhile leisure pursuits, these activities help 
students to discover the value of teamwork, co-operation and participation. They also provide a vehicle 
through which initiative and leadership skills can be cultivated. Consequently, all students are actively 
encouraged to participate in a wide range of extracurricular activities. 

SPORT
Hurling, Camogie, Gaelic Football, Basketball, Badminton, Athletics, Table Tennis.

CULTURE
School Musical, School Tours, Second Year Foreign Tour, Retreats, 

Theatre Museum and Exhibition Visits, Seachtain na Gaeilge.

SCIENCE
BT Young Scientist Competition, Sci –Fest, Angus Beef Competition.

OTHER AREAS
Young Enterprise Competition, Gaisce, Debating, Public Speaking, Chess, Choir, 

St Vincent de Paul Society, Active Art, Student School Bank.

Extra Curricular Activities


